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MEDIA RELEASE
March 6, 1987
82-91 PERCENT OF 1986 UM GRADUATES EMPLOYED 
OR ENGAGED IN ACTIVITIES OF THEIR CHOICE, SURVEY SHOWS
MISSOULA —
A survey of 1986 University of Montana graduates shows 91 
percent of doctoral degree recipients, 90 percent of master's 
degree recipients and 82 percent of bachelor's degree recipients 
employed or otherwise engaged in activities of their choice.
The data were derived from responses from 45 percent of the
1986 graduating class.
The survey, conducted in late fall 1986 and early winter
1987 by the UM Office of Career Services, found that 15 percent 
of bachelor's degree recipients chose to continue their 
education.
Of employed graduates, 49 percent of doctoral (including Law 
School) graduates had jobs in Montana. Sixty-four percent of 
master's graduates and 52 percent of bachelor's graduates were 
also employed in Montana.
The fields producing the highest number of in-state 
employees were law (76 percent); education (75 percent); 
journalism (61 percent); and fine arts (57 percent).
The average annual salary for 1986 UM graduates employed in 
their field was $24,112 for doctoral graduates, $22,670 for 
master's graduates and $15,918 for bachelor's graduates.
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Among the graduates with the highest average annual salaries 
were master's degree recipients in rural town and regional 
planning ($44,000); doctoral degree recipients in education 
($42,173); master's degree recipients in microbiology employed in 
Alaska ($42,000); bachelor's degree recipients in pharmacy 
($35,000); and master's degree recipients in business 
administration ($30,281).
Don Hjelmseth, director of career services, says the annual 
survey is intended to provide placement information for currently 
enrolled and prospective students.
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